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January 3, 2020 
 
Dear	Families,			 
								Happy	New	Year!		I	hope	that	everyone	had	a	joyful	and	rest-filled	holiday	season	with	family	and	
friends.		Attached	are	some	pictures	leading	up	to	the	holidays,	as	well	as	a	few	from	Holidays	Around	
the	World.		We	will	return	to	our	regular	school	schedule	on	Monday,	January	6th.		No	doubt	your	little	
ones	are	ready	to	return	to	be	with	their	friends	and	teachers.		We	will	have	three	new	friends	joining	
our	class:	Michael	Lynch,	Olivia	Mountain	and	Micah	Pavilonis.		All	three	families	have	been	part	of	the	
Mountain	Laurel	community,	and	we	are	excited	to	welcome	them	into	our	class.	
							Please	join	us	this	upcoming	Thursday	(January	9th	at	3:15)	for	the	last	installment	of	the	Primary	
Parent-Education	series.		This	Coffee,	Cake	and	Curriculum	will	focus	on	the	Math	Area	of	the	Primary	
environment.		Laurel	Club	is	free	for	families	with	an	RSVP	to	aburling@mlm-school.org.		We	hope	to	see	
you	there!	
	
Snack:	Thank	you	to	the	Martin Family	for	bringing	in	snack,	flowers	and	wipes	when	we	return	on	
Monday.			
	
Sincerely,	
Meg 













 
 
  



January 12, 2020 
 
Dear	Families,			 
							We	had	a	wonderful	first	week	back	together.		The	children	got	right	back	to	work,	almost	as	if	they	
had	never	left.		They	were	both	kind	and	welcoming	to	our	three	new	students.		We	are	beginning	to	
study	animals	in	winter,	specifically	looking	at	migration,	hibernation,	and	camouflage.		It's	fun	to	think	
about	what	it	would	be	like	if	we	tried	to	hibernate	all	winter	long!			
						We	have	added	dates	to	our	Primary	baking	schedule	through	to	the	end	of	the	year	if	anyone	would	
like	to	come	bake	with	the	children:	Primary	Baking	SignUp							
							This	week,	don't	miss	out	on	the	final	installment	of	Coffee,	Cake	and	Curriculum	on	Thursday,	
January	16th.		We	will	dive	into	the	Math	Curriculum	in	the	Primary	classroom.		The	following	week,	
there	are	two	orientations	that	might	be	of	interest	to	you.		The	first	is	for	Rising	Kindergarten	
students.		That	takes	place	on	Tuesday,	January	21st.		This	is	open	to	all	families,	but	is	specifically	
geared	toward	parents	with	children	who	will	be	in	Kindergarten	next	year.		The	second	orientation	
on	Wednesday,	January	22nd	is	for	families	who	would	like	to	learn	more	about	the	Elementary	
program	at	Mountain	Laurel.		Laurel	Club	is	available	for	all	three	of	these	events	(which	begin	right	
after	school	at	3:00ish)	Please	RSVP	to	Anna	Burling	at	aburling@mlm-school.org.	
									Finally,	please	mark	your	calendar	for	our	annual	Art	Gallery	Opening	on	❤	February	
14th	❤		Every	student	from	Mountain	Laurel	will	have	a	piece	of	artwork	on	display	in	a	local	art	
gallery	on	Main	Street,	right	alongside	professional	artists.		This	is	our	sixth	year	for	this	fun	event!		The	
evening	features	not	only	artwork,	but	also	food,	drinks,	music	and	fun	with	friends!		In	the	past	the	
event	has	been	for	adults	only.		This	year	we	are	opening	it	up	to	the	children	as	well.		Tickets	are	$25	
for	adults	and	$10	for	children.		You	can	purchase	your	child's	work,	as	well	as	bid	in	the	silent	and	live	
auctions.		If	you	would	like	to	help	with	the	event	that	night,	or	with	the	preparations	leading	up	to	the	
Art	Gallery	Opening,	please	let	me	know.	
	
Sincerely,	
Meg	
	
New	Song:	"I'm	a	Little	Snowman"	
I'm	a	little	snowman,	short	and	fat.	
Here	is	my	scarf	and	here	is	my	hat.	
When	it's	cold	and	snowy,	I	will	stay.	
When	it's	hot,	I	melt	away.	
	
Snack:	Thank	you	to	the	McBee	Family	for	bringing	in	snacks,	wipes	and	flowers	this	upcoming	week.	
	
Sincerely,	
Meg 
 
  



Olivia	working	on	the	Button	Frame 

 



Micah matching color tablets 

 



Michael	washing	a	window 

 



January 19, 2020 
 
Dear	Families,			 
								Now	that	we	are	about	half	way	through	the	school	year,	you	will	notice	your	little	ones	knowing	
their	routines	in	and	out.		They	can	even	help	each	other	remember	how	to	start	their	day	with	putting	
belongings	away,	without	much	assistance	from	a	teacher.		I	would	encourage	all	of	you	to	let	your	
kiddos	work	on	their	own	zippers	and	snaps,	even	if	it	takes	a	little	more	time.			
							Another	remarkable	feat	that	happens	during	this	time	of	the	year	is	that	children	start	to	give	other	
children	lessons.		The	older	children	are	able	to	take	a	younger	child	and	show	them	lessons	that	they	
have	had	and	mastered.		In	promoting	this	type	of	environment,	the	younger	ones	often	look	up	to	the	
older	children	as	great	heroes.		You	may	notice	your	child	coming	home	talking	with	great	
enthusiasm	about	an	older	child	as	if	they	are	now	best	friends!	
						As	our	class	studies	continue	about	animals	and	habitats	in	the	winter,	the	older	children	have	
started	studying	various	historical	figures	including	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.	and	Rosa	Parks.		Soon	they	
will	venture	into	various	presidents,	musicians	and	artists.			
	
REMINDER:	MLMS	is	OPEN	on	Monday,	January	20th.	
	
New	Books	We	Read:	
Willa	and	the	Bear	by	Philomena	O'Neill	
Animals	in	Winter	by	Henrietta	Bancroft	
Winter's	Coming	by	Jan	Thornhill	
	
Snack:	Thank	you	to	the	Schwartz	Family	for	bringing	in	snacks,	flowers	and	wipes	for	this	upcoming	
week.	
	
Sincerely,	
Meg 
  



Scarlett	washing	a	table 

 



Declan	and	Trey	exploring	the	Geography	cards	for	Australia 
 

 
 
	 	



Wesley	creating	a	poster	of	all	the	Metal	Insets 

 



January 25, 2020 
 
Dear Families,    
       Thank you to all of the families who attended our Rising Kindergarten meeting this past 
week.  Building on all that Carrie presented, here is a brief video regarding the importance of the 
Kindergarten year for children in the three-year cycle Kindergarten Video if you would like to hear 
more information.	
        On Monday afternoon (January 27), we will host a meeting for Rising Primary students.  This 
meeting will be for new students, but all families are welcome to attend, especially if you would like 
to hear more about what goes on in our Primary community.  If you know any families who are 
interested in attending MLMS, they are welcome too!  Wednesday afternoon (January 29) will be 
our Rising Elementary orientation.  This meeting is mostly for current Kindergarten parents, but 
again, all are invited to join the information session.  	
       Be sure to mark your calendars for our upcoming Art Gallery Opening on February 14th!  The 
children are excited for their masterpieces to be on display.  Also on February 14th, we will celebrate 
Valentine's Day in our classroom.  Not	only	are	there	special	displays	all	over	the	stores	already,	but	
several	families	have	asked	me	about	how	we	celebrate	in	our	classroom.		I am hopeful that each family 
can send in 24 valentines from your child.  They can be store-bought or homemade.  A simple 
paper with stickers or a cut out heart are lovely.  Your child may have their own ideas too!  Please 
have your child sign their name (or help them!) but DO NOT address the valentine.  The children will 
have the chance to open their valentines with you at home, and share stories about their 
special day!  A fun tip: if you have the supplies ahead of time, making Valentines is a great snow day 
activity for children if school is cancelled.  	
	
New	Books	We	Read:	
Hiking	Day	by	Anne	Rockwell	
Sadie	and	the	Snowman	by	Allen	Morgan	
(This	story	tells	a	truly	sweet	tale	of	a	little	girl	who	keeps	a	part	of	her	snowman,	no	matter	how	much	
he	melts.		Her	emotions,	her	persistence,	and	her	creativity	are	highlighted	throughout	the	book!)	
	
New	Song:	"Apples	and	Bananas"	
	
Snack:	veggie	straws,	oranges,	cucumbers,	cheese	sticks,	red	grapes,	seaweed,	snap	peas,	hummus,	
plantain	chips,	and	apples.			
	
Sincerely,	
Meg 
 
 
  



Asher,	Trey	and	Milo	working	on	the	Moveable	Alphabet	"together"	
Asher	is	writing	a	story.		Milo	is	writing	adjectives	and	nouns	to	match	his	objects.		Trey	is	writing	
phonetic	words.	
 

 
 



	
Maggie	working	with	the	Teen	Beads	and	Boards 



Michael sorting seashells

 



 
Owen	washing	cloths 
 
 
 


