
Dear Families, 
         
So much snow, ice, and strep!  I don't think we've had our whole class together in a long 
time!  We said goodbye to our dear friend Aron Howes as he moved to Hungary for a 
few years.  Despite the ever-changing class flow, your children have been busy and hard 
at work.  Over the past few weeks, we have talked about the children's sensorial 
discoveries.  I would like to spend some time this week looking at a different aspect of 
their development in the Montessori classroom. 
       
Sometimes you may ask yourself, "why does my child come home with so many 
paintings/drawings/coloring?"  Believe it or not, they are getting ready to write a research 
paper, draft a legal brief, sketch a blueprint for a building, and so much more.  It takes 
focus, control, and patience for a human to will its hand to do what its mind requests.  
The work of the hand is of great importance for children of this age.  I would like to walk 
you through these pictures so you can see the various levels of development: 
 
 
 
Maggie here is 3 years old.  Check out her grip on the paintbrush.  She 
is developing her grip for writing, as well of her sense of space on the 
paper: 
 
 
 

 

 

Here is Solomon.  He is 3.5 years old.  He is using the metal 
insets to develop not only his grip for handwriting, but the right 
amount of pressure to apply to a pencil to make it work for 
handwriting.   
 

 
 
Here Aiden and Milo (both age 4) are working together on the Metal 
Insets without the frames to guide them.  It takes even more focus 
and control of the hand once the metal frames are removed.   
 

 

 

The next step is for children to take their handwriting to a 
chalkboard.  Asher (age 5) is working with a very short piece 
of chalk on his cursive writing on the chalkboards.  A place to 
develop writing without permanence.   



 

In all of these pictures, please note the deep concentration of the mind working with the 
hand.  One of the main ways for us to communicate is through handwriting.  In the 
Montessori classroom, the children use cursive because their natural strokes are curvy 
and fluid, rather than straight and stick-like in print handwriting.  When your child comes 
home with lots of drawings, know that they are making great neurological connections 
that will serve them well throughout their lives.  We will get into more of handwriting and 
language development in the next few weeks.   
 
New song we sang: 
I have a little turtle, 
His name is Tiny Tim. 
I put him in the bathtub, 
To see if he could swim. 
He drank up all the water. 
He ate up all the soap, 
And now he's sick in bed, 
With bubbles in this throat. 
 
Books we Read: 
Listen to the Wind by Greg Mortenson 
Pet Show by Ezra Jack Keats 
 
Snack: red peppers, veggie straws, goldfish, yogurt, pepperoni, carrots, popcorn, and 
fruit squeezies.  Thank you to Jaci's family for providing snacks, flowers, and wipes for 
this upcoming week!   
 
Sincerely, 
Meg 
 
	


