
Dear Elementary Families and Friends, 
 
 
We have been reading about the early days of our nation and how our delegates worked so 
hard at compromising to find a way to unite the fledgling states into a country.  The children 
have daily experience of working as a community as they negotiate ways to get their classroom 
to run more smoothly.   Older students are helping our young ones to learn how to clean their 
classroom before lunch and again before dismissal.  We have had to work to find solutions for 
getting the furniture back in place after our communal lunchtime.  
 
Older students are working on reports and timelines while the young crowd is practicing their 
cursive letters.  Short stories, reports, and even plays are in the process of being written.  Some 
children are learning that they are better at writing their letters than they had thought.  
 
Mr. Burling has gotten some of our older students started with guitar lessons.  All ages have 
been using our beloved Orff instruments as they learn to draw a lovely treble clef and space and 
line notes.  Recorder work has started up again, and our rhythm cards are in use.  We have 
been singing some old European songs, such as "Billy Boy" and "Miss Molly Malone", which 
would have been sung in our country at the same time our Constitution was written.  
 
Ms. Grover has introduced everyone to our microscope, with many children sketching what they 
have seen.  We have also begun our botany studies, digging up plant specimens and learning 
about the functions of each part of the plant.  
 
Mrs. Settle has been helping some students to read for comprehension and learn to take notes 
so that their reports will be more complete. She has also been busy getting our materials ready 
so that math fact practice can get going.  
 
Our day ends with listening to Roald Dahl's BFG, while students draw or knit and giggle at the 
funny words the Big Friendly Giant comes up with.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mona 
 


