
November 19, 2017 

Good Evening Families, 

What a wonderful week we shared together in our Toddler Community! Your children have 
thoroughly enjoyed the new work on the shelves and have expanded many of their academic 
skills. We have progressed to smaller pegs for the peg boards, smaller beads for stringing, 
smaller knobs on puzzles, and have used various tongs for sorting and serving. All of these 
activities help build the strength in your toddler's hands, which will lead to great fine motor 
skills in their primary years, such as pencil grip, and eventually hand-writing.  

Many of the toddlers have enjoyed expanded lessons on work they have mastered. For 
example, when a child has successfully strung all the beads beautifully on the string, we will 
count the beads together and then discuss the various shapes and colors of the beads (ex. "This 
bead is a red cube and this bead is a yellow sphere”). Engaging with the child when they are 
feeling proud of their work gives way to ample opportunities to point out various aspects of the 
completed material. The toddler is already feeling internal pride for successfully mastering their 
work; therefore, verbal rewards such as "good job" can almost finalize the toddlers experience 
with that particular material. Instead, I urge the toddler to notice new things about the 
material, such as how many beads they were able to string, various shapes and colors, etc., in 
order to encourage the child to learn new vocabulary for the next time they choose that work. 
It has been such a joy to watch the children string all their beads and bring it over to a friend to 
count them together and point out assorted colors! To take it a step further, Mrs. Craft is 
working with the children to count the beads in Espanol and to teach the children de colores in 
Espanol! 

All of the children have grown such a large appetite for our community food! Our lunches are 
wildly popular and are completely devoured everyday! The children love Pasta Mondays and 
Pizza Wednesdays, but also love yogurt parfaits, homemade muffins, vegetable soup, and of 
course hummus and veggies! I have spoken with several parents and it seems as if having a 
heartier, "breakfast" type snack available to the children in the morning would be helpful to 
many families. In hopes to keep our weekly grocery bill financially manageable, I encourage you 
to look for the "buy one, get one free" sales at your grocery store on dry goods we could use in 
the classroom for breakfast snacks. We would not need a lot of extra food, but a box of oatmeal 
or cereal every now and then, would be a great contribution to your child's morning work 
cycle!  

Thank you to all of your plastic bag donations! We are completely stocked at the time and I will 
send out a reminder when we need to replenish our bags. At this time, we need all families to 
bring in a container of wipes. If your child wears pull-ups (this includes at nap time), please 
send in a bag of pull-ups in the next week or two.  

Monday will be our only full day this week. Tuesday is a half day that leads into our 
Thanksgiving Break. Although the rest of the classes will be participating in the Language Fair, 



the Toddler Community does not have visitors on this day. Our community will dismiss at 11:45 
to accommodate the usual dismissal of our half day children and to allow your families to find a 
parking spot near the toddler dismissal gate. We will not have lunch this day but a heartier 
snack, such as cheese and crackers and a fruit.  

I also wanted to wish Maggie a very happy 2nd birthday! We had such a lovely time celebrating 
Maggie's birthday at school and thank you to her family for providing yummy treats!  
 
I hope everyone had a lovely weekend and enjoys the rest of their evening. 

Warmly,  
Sarah Veitenthal  

Thanksgiving Song (Over the River and Through the Woods, played with bells at circle time) 

Over the river and through the woods,  
to grandmother's house we go. 
The horse knows the way, 
to carry the sleigh, 
through white and drifted snow! 

Over the river and through the woods, 
Oh, how the wind does blow! 
It stings the nose 
and bites the toes, 
as over the ground we go. 

Over the river and through the woods, 
trot fast my dapple gray. 
Spring over the ground,  
like a hunting hound, 
for this is Thanksgiving Day! 

Over the river and through the woods, 
it's grandmother's house we spy! 
Hurray for the fun! Is the pudding done? 
Hurray for the pumpkin pie!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 


