
October 2017 Classroom Notes 
 
 
Dear Elementary Families, 
 
What a wonderful few weeks its been! Our classroom has come alive with the buzz of hard work. With each passing day, 
our students grow closer and the class more cohesive. We are well on the path toward becoming a loving community. The 
children are also seeing how capable they are of working independently or in small groups. Simultaneously, they are 
discovering their own individual potential to produce accurate and beautiful work on any number of topics. 
 
Recently, the children were introduced to the Black Strip as an expansion of the Great Stories they have heard so far (the 
Creation of the Universe, the Coming of Life, and the Coming of Human Beings). The Black Strip demonstrates the 
incredible amount of time the Earth has existed, compared to the rather short amount of time humans have lived on it. 
Next, we will discuss this same concept through the Clock of Eras which depicts Earth’s entire history as 12 hours on a 
clock. Children will discover that out of these 12 hours that Earth has existed, all human history accounts for only the last 
14.5 seconds! 
 
As the children deepen their understanding of these abstract, over-arching concepts, they diligently pursue other materials 
in our classroom. Many of the first graders have immersed themselves in the math materials, eagerly returning time and 
again to the stamp game, the large bead frame, the Pythagoras board, and more. Some have even been introduced to 
multiplication on the checkerboard! Older children challenge themselves to do long multiplication and long division with 
the checkerboard and racks and tubes, respectively. A few have recently re-approached squaring and cubing, as well as 
equivalence and operations with fractions. Two older children have even discovered non-decimal bases while working 
with others from Mrs. Nixon’s class! 
 
Lessons on language (particularly the grammar boxes) are also in demand. Many of the first graders are learning to 
classify nouns, recognize articles and adjectives, and more specifically, distinguish definite and indefinite articles. One first 
grader has made the grammar boxes her mission, and worked all the way up to the preposition last week! Older students 
have been tackling sentence analysis by writing sentences and distinguishing the subjects, direct and indirect objects, and 
adverbial modifiers. Still other children have been discovering the structure of poetry, and the elements of writing a story.  
 
Writing is one of the most popular work choices, in fact! Creative writing is always happening somewhere in the 
classroom, especially now that children are beginning to write their stories for the holiday writing contest. Those who 
aren’t writing stories or poems are diligently researching for written reports, and are becoming more confident in their 
presentation skills as well. Those who often work on reports have been introduced to mind-maps and note-taking, as well 
as how to rework ideas so they are one’s own words. 

 
Every day, the children take a break from their hard work to practice cursive handwriting, read to themselves, and do 
handwork such as crocheting, knitting, and sewing. Whenever we can, we take a few minutes to come together as a 
group and sing. I know some of the children’s favorite songs have made their way home!  
 
Lastly, the children have been excitedly filling and organizing their finished work binders. The binders are filling up fast! 
Some children brought in 1-inch binders instead of 2-inch, so they may need a bigger binder as they produce more 
finished work. One or two children have not yet brought in a binder, so I would also like to remind those families that we 
will need their binders as soon as possible. The children love being able to see all their hard work in one place, and this 
portfolio can be something for you to peruse whenever you stop by.  
 
Please let me know if you ever have any questions, or if you want to come in and see the classroom at any time! 
 
All the best, 
 
 
Tara Hutchinson 

 


